WHITSIDE, ELLA
This is a 93-year-old woman admitted to hospice with end-stage COPD. The patient also suffers from hypertension, hypertensive kidney disease stage IV, severe disability, weakness, and shortness of breath at rest. The patient’s pulmonary disease is rather severe requiring oxygen at all times. Her room O2 sat is at 87%.

The patient is short of breath at all times requiring oxygen at all times. This also makes the patient very anxious.

Her severe end-stage COPD has lead to pulmonary hypertension and cor pulmonale associated with protein-calorie malnutrition, decreased appetite and severe muscle wasting and debilitation. The patient currently has a KPS score of 30%. The patient requires care around the clock. The patient is total ADL dependent. The patient is semi-responsive with only orientation to place and person. The patient’s overall prognosis remains poor given her dependency, end-stage COPD, cor pulmonale, pulmonary hypertension, weight loss, decreased appetite, protein-calorie malnutrition, total ADL dependency and now becoming incontinent. The patient most likely has less than six months to live and hence is hospice appropriate at this time.
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